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Writing, Speaking, Thinking II –
Introduction to Academic Research
HUM102 - Spring 2019
Instructor:
Randi Hawkins
Office Hours: By appointment

rhawkins@njit.edu

If you need to contact me, email is best. I will respond to your emails within 24 hours, so
please plan accordingly.

Course Description
HUM 102 is an introduction to writing using both primary and secondary sources. While building
on the skills you learned and practiced in HUM 101, HUM 102 asks you to develop research
questions, find and cite sources, conduct your own primary research, and synthesize elements of
research. To do so successfully, you will interpret sources and put them in conversation with each
other, as well as correctly document and attribute them. The purpose of this class is to prepare you
for research and writing success in your future courses, both inside and outside of your major.
Course Goals
During this course you will:
• Explore and refine research topics
• Find, evaluate and choose sources effectively
• Practice writing from primary and secondary research, developing different types of
research projects that use fieldwork, library, and online research methods
• Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions of bibliographic citation
• Demonstrate an understanding intellectual property, plagiarism, and the importance
of distinguishing between source material and one’s own work.
• Draft, review, and revise multiple versions of a single writing project
Required Texts – None, but you are required to bring paper and pen(cil) to every class.
Assessment
Research Logs
Annotated Bibliography
Research Proposal
Research Paper
Poster and Presentation
Professionalism
Homework
Reflective Essay

10%
15%
15%
25%
13%
10%
7%
5%

Individual and group work will be evaluated according to the NJIT grading scale.
A=100-90
B+=89-87
B=86-80
C+=79-77
C=76-70
D=69-60

F=<59

Attendance
Attendance is critical to student success in HUM102. Participation in in-class activities,
discussions, and workshops will contribute to your knowledge, ability, and performance.
Participation cannot be demonstrated by chronic absences, similar to the professional world. At a
minimum, this means attending on time, being prepared, and contributing to class discussions.
Your level of engagement is directly related to how much you learn in HUM102.
You may have one week of unexcused absences, so in this case two classes, without penalty.
Every subsequent unexcused absence will reduce your final course average by 2 points. Excused
absences require documentation, although having documentation does not guarantee that the
absence is excused; determination of whether an absence is excused is entirely at the discretion
of the instructor. Persistent tardiness of less than ten minutes will result in deductions from your
class professionalism grade. Arriving more than 10 minutes late will count as ¼ absence, and
arriving more than 30 minutes late may result in ½ or ¾ absence.
Students who expect to miss class for religious observances must submit to me a list of those
dates by the end of our fourth scheduled class meeting. More than three weeks of absences, so in
this case six classes, can result in the automatic failure of the course.
When, in the opinion of the instructor, a student is jeopardizing the successful completion of the
course due to excessive absences, the instructor may initiate a written absence warning to the
student.
Absences are for illness or real personal issues. They are not days off. Attend every class so that
you may use your unexcused absences when you really need them. If you are absent, consult
moodle and a classmate so you can make up missed work.
If you are absent on the date an assignment is due, the assignment due date does not change.
Extensions for due dates may be given, but it is entirely at the discretion of your instructor.
If you have not completed an assignment, and you are thinking of skipping class on its due date,
please re-think that decision. Don’t make a bad situation (incomplete assignment) worse by
combining it with an absence and missed learning.

Assignment Submission
All assignments must be submitted to moodle, You will sometimes be required to bring a
printed copy to class. I will not accept emailed work. Specific formatting guidelines will
vary according to each assignment, so please follow the explicit guidelines found on
individual assignment sheets.
Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late class work and homework will only be
accepted if your absence is excused.
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Personal Technology
Cell phones should not be used during class unless needed for a specific activity. Please set
them to silent as a courtesy to your classmates and instructor.
Laptops should only be open when we are drafting.
NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is the cornerstone of higher education and is central to the ideals of this
course and the university. Cheating is strictly prohibited and devalues the degree that you are
working on. As a member of the NJIT community, it is your responsibility to protect your
educational investment by knowing and following the academic code of integrity policy that is
found at www.njit.edu/education/pdf/academic-integrity-code-pdf.
All assignments submitted shall be considered "graded work" and all aspects of your
coursework are covered by the Code on Academic Integrity. All projects and homework
assignments are to be completed individually unless otherwise specified.
Please note that it is my professional obligation and responsibility to report any academic
misconduct to the Dean of Students Office. Any student found in violation of this code by
cheating, plagiarizing or using any online software inappropriately will result in
disciplinary action. This may include a failing grade of F, and/or suspension or dismissal from
the university. If you have any questions about the Code of Academic Integrity, please contact
the Dean of Students Office at dos@njit.edu.
Special Needs
Every attempt will be made to accommodate qualified students with disabilities. If you are
a student with a documented disability, please see me as early in the semester as possible to
discuss the necessary accommodations, and/or contact Student Disability Services at 973596-3420.
The Writing Center
The Writing Center (G17 Central King) is available for free, 40-minute individual and
group appointment with professional writing tutors both onsite and online. This resource is
indented to help you improve your communication and writing skills. Tutors and help with
planning assignments, improving your writing, refining an essay or multimedia project, or
other communication-based needs. For more information or to schedule an appointment,
please visit http://humanities.njit.edu/writingcenter.

2

Major Due Dates
Detailed due dates will be posted on moodle, but below are some planned (subject to change)
major due dates.
Date
1/21/2019 – MLK Day
1/22/2019 – Tuesday
1/24/2019
2/21/2019
3/11/2019
3/17/2019-3/24/2019
4/1/2019
4/11/2019
4/19/2019
4/18/2019
4/29/2019
5/6/2019
5/7/2019: This is a Tuesday, but follows a
Friday class schedule.

Assignment Due
No Classes
First Day of SP19 Classes at NJIT
First Day our HUM102 class
Research Log 3
Annotated Bibliography and Research
Proposal
Spring Recess – No Classes
Research Paper Outline
Research Paper ½-Draft
Good Friday – No Classes
Research Paper
Poster Presentation
Reflective Essay
Last Day of our HUM102 class.
Last Regular Day of Classes for SP19
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